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than assisted by any evidence that there was. The
little evidence that we have seems rather the other
way. As we cannot have fossil evidence as to mind,
we can only take the living animals which come
nearest to man in form, and see whether we can find,
as the theory on trial makes it probable that we
ought to find, some approach to the mental condition
of man. But the gorilla, the chimpanzee, are not
specially remarkable among animals for intelligence.
So on the whole the scientific evidence for transmu-
tation, in other words for evolution, as applied to the
origin of man, seems to me, I confess, of the very
slenderest kind. When I say this, I mean the word
" evolution" to be taken in the strict sense defined in
a former lecture; I would not myself apply the word
to anything that involved a direct interposition of
the Creative Will, however slight might, in the first
instance, be the change thereby effected.

The rival hypothesis is that mankind took its
origin through a direct act of the will of the Creator.
What the nature of the change thereby effected may
have been, it is not for us to inquire. It may have
involved direct animation of a previously lifeless
mass of matter; it may have involved a change in
what was already a living creature of a different
kind; I do not see that we have anything to do
with that. From the nature of the case this suppo-
sition cannot be verified by scientific methods. Yet